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“...effective public policy must reach beyond 
formal schooling to address the life cycles 
of both adults and their children. “Think-

ing” governments advance a life-long 
approach to learning understanding that 

success in elementary, secondary, and 
post-secondary education, as well as in the 

workplace–-gets a good start or not, 
depending on early experiences”.1

The FCSSBC is a group of 
community-based social services 

organizations that influence 
decision-making to improve the 

wellbeing of communities.

We believe that:
• Healthy supported communities make 

good economic sense.
• For our families to succeed, all families 

must succeed.
• For jobs to be the answer to social inclusion 

other conditions must exist

We have scoured the literature and research 
to take a snapshot of Life in BC that 

captures some aspects of the economy 
that traditionally get overlooked and 

we will use these markers to deter-
mine how good life in BC really is. 

Below are some of the key facts 
that stood out for us.

                                Aboriginal youth are
                                 over-represented in 

                                   foster care and the 
                                     criminal justice system.8

The rate of youth suicide has
increased since 2009, with youth

in care9 and Aboriginal youth more 
at risk.10

                                    Children and youth in government care 
                                      experience multiple moves, and the number 

                                        of moves increases the longer they remain in 
                                          care. Evidence suggests that permanency is key 

                                            to improving the outcomes for a child in care.11

Mo is a single mom of a three year old boy 
named Zander. Mo grew up in care and is 
still in touch with her foster mother. When 
Mo became pregnant while at university her 
foster mom got her connected to her local 
community centre. There Mo was able to 
attend family programs, where she met 
other parents and learned inexpensive 
activities to do with her busy son, 
songs that he loves to sing with her, 
and tips for dealing with his 
tantrums. When Mo went back to 
school she enrolled her son in the 
community centre day care and 
they continue to attend 
activities together on
the weekends.

For over a 
decade the 

Ministry responsi-
ble for the care and 

well-being of children 
and families has seen no 

real growth in investment, 
and when cost-of living is 

included this translates to a 
cut. We must act to invest in 

supports to families
and children.

While most youth are doing well, 
children and youth in government 

care and Aboriginal children and youth 
are not.2

Aboriginal youth are the
fastest growing demographic.3

One in five children in BC live 
in poverty.4

                                Despite efforts to address 
                              school readiness5  we    
                            have seen an increase in    
                          the number of children 
                        who are starting kinder-
                      garten develop mentally 
                    vulnerable.6

Youth in care and Aboriginal youth 
are over-represented in the 
street/homeless 
youth population.7
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